
True Story: 
 
            There was once a horse who lived on a farm.  Unbeknownst to the 
owner, and others who affiliated themselves with race horses, this horse had 
the potential to be the greatest race horse ever.  However, this horse had one 
flaw.  As the horse would run, he never responded to the jockey’s commands.  
As the jockey commanded him to turn right, the horse would turn left.  If the 
jockey gave the command to speed up, the horse would slow down.  To ad-
dress the horse’s problem, the owner, and jockey attempted several intense 
trainings with the horse.  However, the horse would not respond.  Baffled by 
this horse’s extraordinary ability to race, yet inability to follow simple instruc-
tions, the owner, and the jockey had to make a difficult decision.  As they pon-
dered their decision, they continued to ask themselves the question: How can 
a horse with so much potential, be so self destructive by being disobedient?  
Unable to produce a sensible answer, the owner and jockey decided to give 
up on the horse and bury him. 
 

As the owner and jockey had the horse placed in the pre-dug hole, 
they began to dump dirt on the horse hoping the horse would suffocate in the 
grave.  Surprisingly, this horse did not quit, panic, or succumb to what seemed 
to be certain death.  Instead he began to think about all the potential that he 
possessed and how he never utilized it, but chose to be defiant and disobedi-
ent.  Suddenly, it occurred to him that he wanted to change, that he no longer 
wanted to be a failure.  At that juncture the horse began to shake off the dirt 
that was being dumped on him.  Every time a pile of dirt would land on his 
back he would shake it off and step up.  As he continued to repeat this 
phrase, shake it off and step up, shake it off and step up, shake it off and step 
up, the horse began to rise out of the hole that he had been placed in.  He be-
gan to use the dirt as a stepping-stone for getting out of the hole.  How much 
dirt are you going to shake off?  Will you use your potential that you have 
been blessed with? Or will you have to be placed in a hole before you realize 
how successful you can be?  Will you dig a hole for yourself by being disobe-
dient and defiant or lazy, before you realize that you have to shake off nega-
tivity and step up to greatness?  Happy New Year and I look forward to a very 
successful 2014 from the Saginaw High Trojans. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ramont M. Roberts, Principal 

Principal’s Corner ~ Ramont Roberts 
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            Seniors this is your year so let’s get it done. The year has finally come for us to graduate; and many of 
us are getting ready to go off to college. It would be so nice to not have to pay for school. That means getting 
as many scholarships, as you can.  There are so many opportunities out there, so jump on them now! 

 
·     Alpha Delta Kappa: deadline May 1, 2014 
·     Real life 101 laptop scholarship: deadline January 31, 2014(male scholarship) 
·     The Discover Gord Tribute Award Scholarship more info check website programhttp://

www.discoverfinancial.com/community/scholarship.shtml 
·     The National Black Law Student Association 
·     Ronald McDonald House Charities Scholarship (RMHC) due January 21, 2014 
·     The NASA Aeronautics Scholarship Program.  check website. http//nasa.asee.org 
·     Convent Healthcare Scholarship due by March 7, 2014 
· Central Michigan University Lem Tucker Journalism Scholarship due by February 14, 2014 

Scholarships ~ Karrie Bell 

gan transplant recipients, and to 
help save the lives of accident vic-
tims. 
           Since 1970, January has 
been known as National Blood 
Donor Month. Organizations like 
the American Red Cross pay trib-
ute to the nearly 11 million people 
who give blood each month. They 
also encourage others to start off 
the new year by giving the gift of 
life to others. Blood donors bring 
promise and hope to hospital pa-

tients who are in need. Donating 
blood is a great way to make a 
lifelong difference in someone’s 
life. If volunteering is something 
you like to do, make a difference 
and donate your blood to your lo-
cal blood center. 

            January is National Blood 
Donor Month. Blood is usually in 
short supply in the winter due to 
holidays, travel schedules, cold 
weather and illness. January is a 
difficult month for blood centers to 
collect blood. This can lower our 
nation’s blood inventory. Every 
day in our country, approximately 
39,000 units of blood are required 
in hospitals and emergency treat-
ment facilities for patients with 
cancer and other diseases, for or-

National Blood Donor Month ~ Asia Price 

Students of the Month ~ Ashlee  
                                               Washington 
Congratulations to the following students of 
the month! 

9th Grade: Asahni Eichelberger 

10th Grade: Algevon Eichelberger 

11th Grade:  Johnnie Barney 

12th Grade:  Imani Roberts 

Exam Schedule~ Nyashia Williams 
Tuesday, Jan. 21- 1st Hr: 8:45 a.m. -10:15 a.m. 
                             5th Hr: 10:25 a.m. -11:55 a.m. 
                            Lunch: 11:55 a.m. -12:40 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, Jan. 22 - 2nd Hr: 8:45 a.m. -10:15 a.m. 
                                    6th Hr: 10:25 a.m. -11:55 a.m. 
                                 Lunch: 11:55 a.m. - 12:40 p.m. 
 
Thursday, Jan. 23 – 3rd Hr: 8:45 a.m.-10:15 a.m. 
                                 7th Hr: 10:25 a.m.-11:55 a.m. 
                                Lunch: 11:55 a.m.-12:40 p.m.  
 
*Make-up exams are Tuesday-Thursday from 12:40 
p.m.-2:10 p.m. You MUST schedule your make-up 
exam with your teacher prior to the exam session. 
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
is on January 15, which was his ac-
tual birthday. It is observed on the 
third Monday of January each year.  
The floating holiday is similar to 

holidays set under 
the uniform Mon-
day holiday act. 
The idea of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
Day as a holiday 
was promoted by 
labor unions in 
contract negotia-

tions. Only two other people have 
national holidays in the United 
States honoring them: George 

Washington and Christopher Co-
lumbus. One place outside the 
United States where Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day is observed with 
equal importance is in the Japa-
nese city of Hiroshima under 
Mayor Tadatoshi Akiba, who holds 
a special banquet at the mayor's 
office as an act of unifying his 
city's call for peace with King's 
message of human rights. 
              The reason I honor Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day is because he 
sacrificed his life to make peace 
for everyone. That was very brave 
of him and he wanted everyone to 
be treated equally. Martin Luther 

King was a real leader and posi-
tive role model for African Ameri-
cans to look up to. His name 
should be honored forever be-
cause without him there could 
possibly still be segregation. So I 
celebrate his day with pride. He 
was one of a kind. Not too many 
people can do what he did out of 
kindness instead of violence. 
That’s what separated him from 
other great people. Everyone 
should celebrate his day and re-
member how far we came and 
what he has done for our country 
to become a better place. 

member to remove the tabs and 
bring them to the Health Center. 
We will be collecting them until 
March 1st.  In addition to this, next 
month is going to be Teen Dating 
Abuse month. The T.A.C is going 
to raise awareness for teens in an 
abusive relationship.  
             If anybody is interested in 
joining the Teen Advisory Council 

              Since we just returned 
from Christmas break and are 
very near to the end of the se-
mester, there aren’t many things 
happening this month.  However, 
the T.A.C. is participating in a 
contest, which requires us to col-
lect as many soda can tabs as 
possible.  So before taking your 
pop cans back to the store, re-

please contact Ms. Amanda in the 
Health Center.  

Teen Advisory Council ~ Stephen Garcia 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day ~ Jamarr York 

He gives his harness bells a shake    
To ask if there is some mistake.    
The only other sound’s the sweep    
Of easy wind and downy flake.    
 
 
The woods are lovely, dark and deep,    
But I have promises to keep,    
And miles to go before I sleep,    
And miles to go before I sleep.   

Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening 
By: Robert Frost 

 
Whose woods these are I think I know.    
His house is in the village though;    
He will not see me stopping here    
To watch his woods fill up with snow.    
 
 
My little horse must think it queer    
To stop without a farmhouse near    
Between the woods and frozen lake    
The darkest evening of the year. 

Poetry Corner ~ Darrion Buckner 
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*January 20th – No school MLK day 

*January 21st –23rd  – Exams ½ days 

*January 24th – No school end of semester 

*February 19th – No school teachers PD 

*March 4th –6th  – ACT/MME/Work Keys 

*March 31st -April 4th  – Spring Break 

*April 18th  & April 21st – No School  

*May 26th – No school Memorial Day 

          The band has been very busy prepar-
ing for various events such as the SHS bas-
ketball games, Spirit hockey games, and 
Black History Month. The band will also be 
going to Atlanta, GA to view the “Battle of 
Bands” at the Spectators at Honda event. 
They will be leaving January 23 and will be 
returning January 26. Have a great time! 

Capricorn: 
 
December 22-January 19 
Sign-The Goat 
Capricorns are very independent 
and like to do things on their 
own. They are also ambitious, 
patient, and determined. Capri-
corns are born extremely dedi-
cated to their goals and are 
down-to-earth people. 
 

             When January 1st rolls around it is a 
time for new beginnings ! It is a time when 
many people reflect on their lives to identify the 
areas they would like to improve. This leads to 
many New Year’s resolutions being set to bet-
ter their lives. I encourage you all to reflect on 
the past year on your life in general.  There is 
always something we can do to be more posi-
tive and successful individual.  
 
Happy New Year! 

Happy New Year ~ Anna Jackson 

Important Dates ~ Malik Jordan 

Vision 
 

SHS envisions a school that is 
safe, innovative and efficient at 
producing students that will be-
come respectful citizens, who are 
globally competitive in the work-
force and in academia. 

Mission 
 

Saginaw High School is commit-
ted to ensuring a safe and secure 
environment where students will 
become academically proficient, 
lifelong learners and productive 
citizens. 

SHS Mission, Vision, & Purpose ~ Tyrenesha Howard 

Band ~ Darius Culberson 

Purpose 
 

Our purpose is to ensure that stu-
dents develop the necessary aca-
demic, workforce, social, and 
technical skills that will allows stu-
dents to be college and career 
ready as well as able to attain 
academic and personal success. 

Horoscopes ~ Briana Holliman - Brown 
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Kentucky Fried Chicken  
3900 Hess Street in Saginaw, 
Michigan 48601 
754-8497 
 
Family Dollar  
3220 Sheridan Ave 
Saginaw, MI 48601 
989-753-8757 (Must Be 18) 

 

 

Speedway  
4475 Bay Rd 
Saginaw, MI  
(989) 790-1140 
 
Aeropostale 
Fashion Square Mall 
(989) 797-4253 
 
Wet Seal  
Fashion Square Mall 
(989) 791-0032 

buildings, including 95 academic 
buildings. In the fall of 2013, there 
were approximately 49,300 total 
students from all 85 counties in 
Michigan, all 50 states, and more 
than 130 countries. The average 
incoming freshman profile is 3.4 
GPA and 23 ACT composite 

            Michigan State University 
is located in East Lansing, Michi-
gan. It was founded in 1855 as 
the Agricultural College of the 
State of Michigan and changed to 
Michigan State University on 
January 1, 1964. MSU is plotted 
on a 5,200 acre campus with 538 

score. Michigan State offers over 
200 study abroad programs. MSU 
is an overall good university. Be 
sure to apply online at beaspar-
tan.edu and schedule a campus 
visit. Go Green!  

University Highlight ~ DeMarquise Abraham 

Job Opportunities ~ Briana Holliman - Brown 

1.   Come to your exams prepared. 

2.   Review a few days before the exam. 

3.   Study your notes. 

4.   Use “The Buddy System” when reviewing the content. 

5.   Get full night’s sleep (8 hours). 

6.   Eat a healthy breakfast. 

7.   Take your time during the exam. 

8.   Be on time for the exam. 

9. Pace yourself so you complete the entire exam. 

10. DON’T CHEAT! 

Exam Taking Tips ~ Nate Ryans 

Quote of the Month ~ Alonah 
                                       Colley 

When someone asked him what surprised 
most about humanity, he said: man be-

cause he sacrifices his health in order to 
make money. Then he sacrifices money 
to recuperate his health. And then he is 
so anxious about the future that he does 

not enjoy the present; the result being that 
he does not live in the present or the fu-

ture; he lives as if he is never going to die, 
and then dies having never really lived. 

~Scott Berkun~ 
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Congratulations to the following students who have been accepted to one or more colleges/universities!  
 
Nolan Tayler - Michigan State University, Saginaw Valley University, Western Michigan University, Wayne State University 
 
Ke’Shondra Reed  – Western Michigan University 
 
Bria Smith  – Saginaw Valley State University, Wayne State University, Michigan State University, Eastern Michi
            gan University, Central Michigan University 
 
Kayla McMillian  – Central Michigan University, University of Michigan Flint, Wayne State University 
 
Imani Roberts  – Central Michigan University, University of Detriot Mercy, Wayne State University, Grand Valley 
            State University 
 
David Butler  – Saginaw Valley State University, Wayne State University 
 
Asia Price  – Eastern Michigan University, Central Michigan University 
 
Demarquise Abraham  – Michigan State University, Central Michigan University 
 
Edeana Thigpen  – Oakland University, Saginaw Valley State University, Central Michigan University, Wayne 
            State University 
 
Tey’Ariana Marshall  – Michigan Tech University, Michigan State University, Westminster College, Central Michi
            gan University, Eastern Michigan University, Western Michigan University, Wayne State University, Uni
            versity of Detriot Mercy 
 
Stephen King-Garcia  – Saginaw Valley State University 
 
Robert Mason  – Ferris State University 
 
Shaynise Buyck  – Saginaw Valley State University 
 
Amber Martin  – Tuskegee University, Central Michigan University, Eastern Michigan University, Wayne State 
            University, North Carolina A&T University, Coppin State University, Benedict College, Grand Valley State 
            University 
 
Carni Applegate  – Saginaw Valley State University, University of Michigan-Flint, Northern Michigan University, 
            Michigan State University, Central Michigan University 
 
Nyashia Williams  – Eastern Michigan University 
 
Keyon Addison  – Central Michigan University, Eastern Michigan University, Ferris State University 
 
Darhonda Turner  – Central Michigan University, Michigan State University 
 
Karrie Bell  – Saginaw Valley State University, Wayne State University, Western Michigan University, Central 
            Michigan University 
  
Lyndon Nelson  – Michigan State University, Ball State University, Eastern Michigan University, Central Michigan 

            University, Western Michigan University 

College Acceptances ~ DeAsia Hart 
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· What remains dark when all else is light?  

 

· Jackie's mom has 7 kids. They are Maddie, Madeleine, Madi-
son, Magdalena, Marion, and Monica. What is the 7th child's 
name? 

 

· The person who builds it doesn't want it. The person who buys 
it doesn't need it. The person who uses it doesn't even know 
he is. What is it?  

 

· How do you make 7 even?  

 

· What starts with an E ends with an E and has 1 letter in it? 

Answers: 

· A shadow  

· Jackie 

· A coffin 

· Drop the S 

· An envelope 

Consider what else you could be 
messing up and you don’t even 
know it. 
               If you mess up your ninth 
grade year you’re messing with 
your credits in the long run. 
Twenty-four credits are needed to 
graduate. That’s kind of hard to 
achieve if you have to play catch 
up. If you are behind on credits, 
you must take Plato classes to 
catch up. You might even have to 
be worried about being a freshmore 

               According to researchers, 
ninth graders have the lowest 
grade point average, most missed 
classes, the majority of failing 
classes, and more misbehavior re-
ferrals than any other grade level. 
Many of you have realized it’s the 
year that will make or break 14-15 
year olds. Ninth grade year is the 
year to be on top of your game. It’s 
not the time to be a goofball; it’s the 
time to be a student. Believe me, if 
you mess your ninth grade year up, 
you will most definitely regret it. 

instead of sophomore. Will you 
even pass to tenth grade if you 
messed up your ninth grade year? 
            Some students have more 
than what meets the eye to worry 
about, when they decided to take 
ninth grade as a joke. Ninth grade 
is preparing you to become a young 
adult, and to get ready for the real 
world, as well as college. So take 
ninth grade seriously and pass all 
your classes.� 

Importance of 9th Grade Year ~ Gabrielle Ceja 

Riddles ~ Darren Reason 

The Young Educators Society or the Y.E.S. Club is de-
signed for students who wish to pursue a career as an educator. 
Members of this year’s Y.E.S. club are committed to their future 
as an educator, and are actively involved in various activities. 
These activities include; canned food drives, community service, 
and field trips. We are continuing to recruit new members; there-
fore, future educators in all grades are welcome!  
 
Y.E.S. Club advisors: 
Ms. C. Luckyado, Mrs. R. Allen and Mrs. E. Morrison   

             

Y.E.S. Club ~ Michael Rhoden 
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            Seniors! We are quickly approaching the halfway mark 
of our senior year! Before we know it we will be graduating 
and starting a new chapter in our lives. However, before that 
happens there are some important responsibilities to com-
plete, and exciting events to participate in. Below is a list of 
important dates. 

 
Important Dates for Seniors 

·     FAFSA Registration Begins – January 1st 
·     Cap & Gown Ordering – January 16th  
·     Final Exams January - 21st, 22nd, & 23rd  
·     Financial Aid Night – January 15th  
· Senior Exams - May 16th - May 21st   
·     Prom – May 22nd  
· Seniors Last Day - May 23rd 
· Senior Breakfast / Cap & Gown Distribution - June 3rd 
· Senior Awards Assembly & Picnic - June 4th    
·     Graduation – June 5th   
 

Proverbs 3:5-6  
Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your understanding; in 
all your ways submit to him, and he 
will make your paths straight. 
 
Romans 8:28  
And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according 
to his purpose. 

I’m on the basketball team 
and wear Polo all the time. 
            WHO AM I? 

 

I’m on the basketball team. 
I’m very tall.  
I’m good at designing 
clothes. 
            WHO AM I? 

I’m on the cheerleading and Trojanette 
teams. 
Everybody knows me because I’m 
outgoing. 

WHO AM I? 

Guess Who?! ~ J’Niyah Lyles 

Senior Information ~ Bria Smith 

season is underway. Teams have 
six weeks, from the day the game 
was released, to build. However, 
brainstorming was delayed by the 
various snow days we had after 
Christmas break. We now are com-
pleting the brainstorming process, 
making sure that we keep within all 
the rules, to build a well performing 
robot.  

            The new robotics game was finally 
released on January 4th. The new game is 
called Aerial Assist. This game is played 
with a 2 feet in diameter exercise ball. Dur-
ing this game, the objective is to score in 
either a low or high goal. But the catch with 
this game is you get lots of bonus points 
by assisting another robot as you go on to 
the goal. 
����������Now the 2014 robotics building 

Robotics ~ Lyndon Nelson 

I am a TWIN. 
I’m on the bowling team. 
I’m tall. 
 I live close by 
           WHO AM I? Answers: 

Qunique Johnson, Malik Jordan, Tayla Lowe, Stephen Garcia 

Scriptures of the Month ~        
                        KeShondra Reed 
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Mr. Whitney was born Ed-
ward Eugene Whitney on March 
10,1947, in Kensett, Arkansas. He 
is the middle child of 7 offspring 
and his mother’s baby boy. Born 
to the union of  Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
and Earnestine Whitney were 4 
girls and 3 boys. 
            Early education in Kensett, 
Arkansas grades was grades 1-8.  
However, due to segregation, he 
was bussed to White County 
Training School in Searay, Arkan-
sas. This was five miles away 
from where he attended grades 9-
11. In 1965, because of segrega-
tion he had to go back to his 
hometown school in Kensett. 

There he completed his senior 
year of school in 1966. He at-
tended A.M.&N college in Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, which is now Uni-
versity of Arkansas in Pine Bluff. 
He attended University of Arkan-
sas in Pine Bluff from 1966-1970. 
He graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in math and science. 
            He went into teacher edu-
cation because of the Vietnam 
War. He was drafted after high 
school in 1969 for armed ser-
vices, but he received an Educa-
tional Deferment because of his 
(B+) grade average. He then went 
into teacher education to keep 

from being drafted again. How-
ever, he remained in the profes-
sion because of the possibilities of 
applying his skills to math and 
teaching young people. Teaching 
is now his passion and he has be-
come the Mr. Whitney we all have 
grown to love and respect so 
much, not only as an instructor, 
but as a person. 

had some really weird, scary, and 
funny episodes, but it still was a 
good cartoon back then. This was 
a popular show, but is no longer 
on television as a current show. If 
you still would like to see this car-
toon, re-runs are shown on chan-
nel 60 on Mondays! 

            Remember the pink little 
dog, the old sweet lady, and the 
old man who was grumpy as 
ever? Well if not, here’s some-
thing to refresh your memory. The 
show came on in 2002 on Car-
toon Network. The cute little dog’s 
name was Courage! The show 

Remember That?! ~ Tayla Lowe 

Teacher Tribute ~ Mr. Whitney 

Test Taking Tips ~ Jayla Finch 

            Below are a few test taking tips that 
may benefit you when preparing and taking 
your 1st semester exams. 
 

Preparing for a Test: 
· Keep up with regular class work and as-

signments.  Take notes 
· Start reviewing a few days before the test. 
· Make lists, rhymes, or pictures to organize and 

remember information. 
· Use a “buddy system” to study.  Teach the infor-

mation in your own words to a classmate. 
· Get a good night’s sleep, and eat a healthy 

breakfast and lunch. 

Taking a Test: 
· If possible, sit in a place 
where you will be the least dis-
tracted. 
· Read and follow the direc-
tions very carefully.  If you don’t 
understand something ask. 
· Scan the test to see the type 

of questions.  Pace yourself. 
· If you don’t know an answer, skip the 

question and return to it later. 
· When you finish, use any extra time to 

check your work. 



           The boys varsity basketball team has 
been doing a good job with a decent record 
this year currently they are 3-3. As the dedi-
cated Trojans that we are, I know we can 
step it up and take it to the state champion-
ship again. We have a great basketball 
squad and all the players have the charisma 
and athletic talent to dominate everything 
that comes our way. 
 
To view the boys 2013-2014 Schedule visit, 
www.MaxPreps.com 

Sports ~ Keenan Crayton 
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            Below is a list of  academic areas 
colleges will be looking  at when consid-
ering  to accept  or deny your enrollment 
to their school. 

What colleges are looking for…   
·     High school grade point average  
·     Class rank  
·     ACT or SAT score  
·     Required essay  
·     Extracurricular activities  
· Two letters of recommendation  

                                                
***Reminder Plato credit recovery 
is the only way to make up credits 
you may have failed. If you fail 
any class it is the student’s re-
sponsibility to recover the credits 
during after school recovery held 
in room 254 computer lab after 7th 
hour until 4:00. 

Counselor Corner ~ Shemar Hardwick 

dents in the Book Club. We are 
currently reading Divergent by Ve-
ronica Moth. If you enjoy reading 
and are interested in joining the 
Book Club, speak with Mrs. 
Rammler or Ms. Gallandt.��  

The Saginaw High Book 
Club meetings take place once 
month. The meetings are during 
upperclassmen lunch and fresh-
men lunch in room 166, which is 
in the freshmen wing. When we 
have meetings we pass questions 
around and try to answer them to 
the best of our ability. 
            There are currently 27 stu-

Book Club ~ Tymia Givhan 

New Year’s Resolutions ~ Robert Mason 

            Most people see the new year has arrived 
and try to begin a change. The regular resolu-
tions are crucial things most people can’t keep up 
such as losing weight, quitting bad habits and 
making personal improvements. 
Becoming a better person is 
probably the easiest. I feel that 
most people choose the most diffi-
cult items to work on to impress 
people. Instead of trying to im-
press people they need to do 
something motivated by them-
selves.  
            Resolutions are a made up idea to make 
people change for a new year. The quote “new 
year, new me’’ fits the idea of change. But at the 
same time people shouldn’t change because it’s 
a new year, but because it’s their choice. 


